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Chapter

ftrod uction

Tl_ﬂﬁ right of every child to .ﬂd'-mation is proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (1948) as well as in the convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), strongly
r.:af?trmﬂd. in the World Declaration on Education for All (1990) and commitment to United
Nations Charter for Person with Disabilitics (UNCRPD,2007). Each Child is different with
different leaming needs, learning speeds and programming for education. AMOng thess
|earners, some have more specialized needs than others, but the commitment [0 ensure their
education too has been enshrined in Salamanca (1994).

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or Right to Education
Act (RTE), isan Act of the Parliament of India enacted on 4 August 2009, which describes
the modalities of the importance of frce and compulsory education for children between
& and 14 in India under Article 21a of the Indian Constitution. India became Onc of 135
countries to make education a fundamental right of every child when the Act cam€ into
force on | April 2010.

The Act makes education a fundamental right of every child between the ages of 6
and 14 and specifies minimum norms in elementary schools. It requires all private schools
lo reserve 25% of seats 10 children (to be reimbursed by the state as part of the public-
private partniership plan). Kids are admitted in to private schools based on economic status
or caste based reservations: It also pmhibits all unrecognized schools from practice, and
makes provisions forno donation or capitation fees and no interview of the child or parent
for admission. The Act also provides that no child shall be held back, expelied. or required
to pass a board examination until the completion of elementary education. There is also @
provision for special fraining of school drop-outs to bring them up to par with students ol
the same age.

The RTE Act requires surveys that will monitor all neighbourhoods, identify children
requiring education, and set up facilities for providing it. The World Bank cducation
specialist for India, Sam Carlson, has observed: “The RTE Act is the first legislation in the
world thaTaY f?l{fi&}tgsponsibiliiy of ensuring enrolment, attendance and completion on the
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A STUDY ON THE STUDENTS' PREFERENCES TO COPE WITH THE
CHANGING LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Rituparna Hajra® & Sanjib Kumar Gupta'

ABSTRACT

Global pandemic Covid-19 has made immense impact in every sphere of human society
including a sipnificant shift in education from offline mode to online mode. Blackboards and
white screens are shified to mobile and laptop screens, The e-learning becomes
indispensable part in the academic arena, Even the recent education policy of India
pncourages ¢-leaning. All the academic programmes are conducted through onling platform.
University Grant Commission (UGC) allows various human resource development centers o
shift in online mode. Different institutions are also used ¢-platform for different course in
paid version as well unpaid version. Major advantage of these online courses is their casy
accessibility where people can access fhe course from their suitable place. Wider
participants, proper scope for interactions, economic and ecological viability, and hassle-free
environment are the other important favorable aspects of online mode education, To tun
these courses, it is required a suitable set up accarding to the demands including device, live
streaming medium, communication medium, time slot, course fees efc. These sources
(factors) have plenty of choices (levels), This study aims to find the preference factors of
students and their association with management of anline platform. Feedback from students
has been taken. Percentage response comesponding to each levels of a factor has been
calculated 1o determine highest important levels for each factor. Mobile is selected as a
device using which people want 10 participate courses. WhatsApp is the preferable
communication medium. Morning slot with 3 hours/ day is preferable time slot, Google meet
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Chapter 11

Micro Level Vulnerability Assessment
of Estuarine Islands: A Case Study
from Indian Sundarban

R. Hajra, A. Ghosh, and T. Ghosh

Abstract The estuarine islands of Tndian Sundarban are highly vulnerable due [0
arosion, flooding, and population pressurc. Quantitative assessment of vulnerability
at rnicro-region level iy this delta is still 1 mited, which acts as a harrier to formulate
eifecuve implementable management strategies for increasing resilience. This study
quantified the tevel of vulnerability using 783 household survey data from twenty-
seven sampled ‘Mouza' (lowest adrministrative boundarys village) through cluster
Mouza level
analysis has been carried out following the ‘Composite Valnerability Index’ (CVID
considenng physical and social variables like erosion. housing condition, electrifi-
cation, population density, adult education, sanitation, and economic
major percentage of people *Below Foverly Line' (BPL). Result suggests t
these Mouzas arc-within the rank of ‘moderate to high’ vulnerability and susceplible
1o both soCio-Ceonomic and environmental changes. The *hot spot’ Mouzas iden-
(ified are Sapkhali, Ghoramara, Bankimnagar, Shibpur, and Baliara, while 66% of
remaining Mouzas are at the edge of vuloerability, and further deterioration of socio-
acological conditions may convert those into highly vulnerable. Congidering the
ccological importance of this dela, identification of thrust areas and action research
1o increase social redilignce should bea prionty to minimize the exisling vulncrable

andom sampling, from the Sagar, Ghoramard, and Mousuni istands.

conditions in Lhis region,

Keywords CV1 - BPL + Estuarine Islands © Yulnerability - Resilience *

Sundarban
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9.1 INTRODUCTION
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The Environmental Perception and
Attitude of the Coal Workers: A Case
Study from Raniganj Coalfield

Dr. Rituparna Hajra & Sanjib Kumar Gupta -.=

Introduction

L - Fa

in the energy driven world, contribution qif canlts irii_li'ispéq;ﬁﬂla and 1:1::1_:.;:',
and most profitable. Mining sector 15 also
an important source to create employment ﬂppﬁtmnit'liﬁ nnd'cnhanc:d
livelihoods. Coal is a pre-dominant SOUrce of energy in India and‘h;u

wributed sigrﬁﬁcantly 1o strengthen the ecuno‘myr of the j::c:umry. Smc;:
cnnﬁ Eastern Coalficld limited (ECL) was operating coal muning activities
'-IW&: tern part of India and has been the one of the most profit-
in .e eas any of the country (Garada, 2015}. Despite of its imporsant
Bﬁhfig-c:zmﬁm;m of the country, mining activity is associated with
hi 2 tal degradation. The impact of mining is long term and
‘ enﬂmm_ncn ” h:sg:cg‘cllﬂ“‘-‘ jmpacts on local air and water quality, depletion
devnstatmlg asglurces decrease In rainfall, loss of cultivable land etc [Misl:tra
:i zn;-’l: zr;}:”. DE':CZD 2002). The environmental problems are increasing

Diditally Signe

j ot ctivities are threatening the socio-
indusummd}m/:uqn.Thcrcforc, these a

ccolagigh) sifety in the mining 2°¢3 \cading to nsustainable: condiaon
Thmwﬁgd@vg Amiiﬁigx focuses on the Raniganj coal field arca due 1078

POLBA MAHAVIDYALA

& brted S fEgability (Goswami, 2015; Bandopadhyay, 7-’-:014'- smﬁtl‘;::lm
2010: Singh and Yaday, 1995). Coal mining operation is assocd

s extraction is unavoidable
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{-j_i"\_ﬁ_é_ta_Analysis in Educational Research
Studies

_-'“‘_..---—.;—-u———-—--u—_-_-------_-__
-

pr. Sohini Ghosh

he overall goal of this article is to acquaint the reader
with the procedures and assumptions invelved with
s the approaches of Meta-Analysis proposed by Hunter
_ Schmidt Jackson (1982). Meta-Analysis provides a strong alternative
to the more traditional review methods. Meta-Analysis as proposed
by Glass (1976) is a set of statistical methods designed to accumulate
experiential and causal-comparative quantitative results across the
independent studies that address a related set of wider research
questions. Here, the method of conducting Meta-Analysis has been
described to make it applicable in Educational Studies. It also
presents the formulas and procedures needed for converting study
statistics to a common metric, calculating the sample weighted mean
‘¢ and ‘d’, and correcting the range restrictions and sampling or
measurement errors. Meta-Analysis uses the summary statistics from
the individual study as data point. The key-assurnptiun of this
analysis method is that each study providing different estimates of the
underlying relationships within the population. It can help to gain
maore accurate representation of the population relationship than is
Ffﬂv%wnt@individua’. researcher. ; -
e Gonte v society is demanding to invent, develop
a“si:“’?&éﬁ?[?ﬁrcf;::?l.leizr?n;watwt: ideas and knowledge to solve the
/Em%@i‘;%ﬁgﬁ‘ﬁ Bms in everyday life within a shortest possible time.

ngal

eta-Atenlysls is a set of statistical methods designed to accumulate

0 01SEP -
EXperiential and causul-r:mnparali‘-“i results across the independent
uestions awziinst the

studies that addresses o related set of research ¢
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Agencies of Teacher Education

Dr, Sohini Ghosh, Dr. Shyamsundar Bairagya

Abstract: R RS e e
The agencies of teacher education have been functioning at:all:the:
international, national, state and district levels to:regulate and
facilitate the quality of teacher education.. In' the: country, “these
agencies have their respective vision, mission, objectives and
functions to organize and promote teacher education in the country.

Also these facilitate collaborations among teachers of different

levels of education and with the high level internationally

recognized researchers and research organizations. The main aim of

the present article is to make an account of different primary and

secondary agencies of teacher education at the
national, state and district levels.
Education from International, Nati
respective Vision, Mission, Obj
discussed here.
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‘Learning to Be’ to

‘Learning to Become’: A Journey
towards Quality
Education for All

Dr. Sohini Ghosh

Assisln‘nt Prafessor, Polba Muhavidyalayn, Hooghly,
WB, Pin- 712148; E-mail: hazea.sohini@gmall.com

Abstract

 siwing four very significant international documents, the present study aims to truce the
?;;;Ué;g;_gji;me i} :gwag rdj:the establishment of worldwide ‘Quality Education Jor all’ during
vhe period of last half-a-century. Firstly, in 1972, the report of the International Commission
P I nt of Education was published under the chairmanship of EdgarFau‘re. The
onthe Dew ppme ol earning to be: the World of Education Today and Tomorrow™ It aimed to
report is knownas ; i rnl.gspecﬁm national strategy for the development of quality education
assist States in forma ME hasis was on the needs of the intemational community which
in the changing universe. mp n problems, trends, andgoals of promoting demecracy through
were reflected in terms gf carnn 10 every individual learner for self-actualization, and the
education, pmuidmg appnftumfsymndty In 1996, the report of International Education
need for life-long ec.!ufatmn-_ i sasure Within” was published as the outcome of a
Commission, entitled, _Lenrmﬂsz-ianﬂr Commission, chaired by Jacques Delors. This report
three-year study by' an mtf}.::zgﬂu(:ﬂﬁﬂﬂ of the twenty-first century capable thﬂ}_?pir?gand
considered the reqmrﬂemqﬂ[far teqrning inherent in every Indlr.-'i.dua[. Education is viewed,
nuriuring the rich pmf:nllﬂ. tha light of the chailenges of global lnler‘dependen:cel enhanced
firstly, in its social SEting ,:2 sustainable development. T;‘E "*‘-‘P;"L'Eiﬂﬁf_'ﬂ? 'hff. four pillars of
demoecratic parmgipﬂ::':ea Learning (o know, ﬁ;ﬂﬂ:{"&l ;; n::;‘,a o e‘;;’;;;n:’f ;gg:i‘::t :;
i ! . LiodiPnr ey Ly St )
ii‘:;:::fﬂ n,lﬁgqtaélf ?@%ﬁf‘/@bﬁd ‘Ehebﬁ’rﬂi?ﬂg?ﬂ{ rgmmm_ﬂnd'uﬁ'a{ts are ir;. the document thnt_ has
et len nu%ﬁwt e} '?mesr 2 ,f yone witha me?ﬁ!onul n”:t{Ténﬂ? R;:::;e: HEedy mtm':rml
hecome fﬁﬁﬁm\f \'ﬁ”fquﬁ:m _rnmfmiubal Mpntarstd ﬁiiDE;FA goals. In thim 2ot prima
& 2 TR FELLY, the “Educa s foLpards ackieving | £ - Year 2007 the
sturdies, THIrdR, grgiabal progress ,am and published by UNESCO, aimed to i
fressfrna e pdy PR YA an ;mfr:pcndqnt fea ‘edication for ail’. Fourthly, the nfarm,
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Law, Empire, and the New Julfan Armenians
The Early Modern in the Indian Ocean World

Santanu Sengupta

The category of the early modern for the period between the fifteenth and
nineteenth centuries has worked as a crucial ool to reclaim pre-colonial
South Asian history from the elusive gap between the medieval - a product of
Eurocentrism — and the modern, which is conventionally associared with the
advent of European colonialism. This chaprer intends to navigate this divide and
revisit the utility of the category for this phase of South Asian history by analysing
what distinguished this period from the nineteenth century in terms of historical
rendencies. It intends to do so by looking at the period through the lens of che
New Julfan Armenian diaspora and their agency in the shaping of the legal culrure
of the eighteenth cencury.

Inhis pioncering work, John Richardslists sixmajor processes that characrerized
early modernity. The rise of the global oceanic routes and circulation across long
distances was one of these processes. This was facilitated by the formation of

networks like that of the New Julfan Armenians.' Reviewing the era through che
eyes of stateless, transoceanic, and cross-cultural actors like the Armenians is useful

in understanding the idea of the global connectivity and cross-culrural exchange

that developed during this period.”

The chapter is divided into three main
customary legal culture of the New Julfans and how that became the basis nt‘”mth_
their diasporic culture and activities. The second scetion looks ar che impact of
e maritime trade that became a crucial area
idea of interaction, the chird

{7 : .I f- - ¥ \
on lgibomoge spealically ar their expericnce anel dialogue with the Mayors
argl [ N 7 ; A
i "Madyas, | arpne tha the carly colonial regime that had evolved by the end
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There is an old historical connection between Armenians and Indions found hmmﬁﬂ
work called History of Taren” writlen by Zenob, a Syrian Christian, roughly in H“‘*W% :
where we find references of two Indian princes Ioking refuge in the Armenian Kingdom. More dafi-
nite proof points lowards Thomos Cana to bs ane of the earliest Armenian merchanis to seffle in the
Malabor Coast in 780 CE. A trading conneciion was thus inifialed and by Bth “"‘“‘?“h
Armenians had setled in and around Kercla Thereakter, more Armenians are known hlmwmlqln
in the 16th century during the Mugha! rule in Indio, and it was then that Emperor Akbar th
Mariom Begum Sahebo, a visiting Armenian. In fact, the Chief Justice appointed then, Abdul

Hoi, was an Armenion as well . , Akbar inviled Armenians to sefile
in Agra where in 1562, an Ar menian church wmmnﬂmﬂu{.
Inevilably, Armenian | | priests and mercenaries followed
during the lslamic rule in India, and trade began to Hourish
between Armenia and India, con- finuing into the later British period.

Armenians were growing
ments were onchored in several

Colcutta  [Kolkata], Madras |

in Kerala, where they had
churches. In fact, modem Ar
Thomas Cano and Mirza Zul
and @ Mughol adminisiralor] a3

Southern and Morthern India, .« .

o forlune from Irading in spices

A wealthy in India ond their sefile-

Indion cities. like Sural, Agre,
[Chennai], and in voricus lowns

'5 constructed ' their own beautiful

menian historians have . hailed
garnain [Abdul Hei's grandsen
the champions of Christianity in
respectively. Cana, not only mods

and mushin, but also founded a

town near Cannanore [Konnur, Kerala]. He might also have dischorged the office of o bishop and

protected the local Christions from persecution.

Shahamir Shohmirian, on eminent Armenion meschant, historion and philosopher, founded
the first Armenion press in Chennoi [erstwhile Madras] with Harutivn Shmavonion, and the
first Armenion newspaper 'Azdoror’ wos printed from there, Interestingly, he even wrote the
flrﬂ'—nm&&mg;&;‘g gonstitution in 1772:73, promoting his vision of an evelved Armenion siate. ..

a revolujignary iden’in the 18th century amangst Armenians.

<4 Charg®, /.

T
polba

K ﬂl kﬂmo-cgr.i}y‘, \l\lﬁ:u

’Ihefenn most Armenians left and are dispersed across the world, confemporary
me lodoy for Armenians in India, with around o mere 150 Armenians sehled thera.
RUGOPAL KAIBARTA

Theye bt ; D\IQUANA]EIh century Armenion Aposialic Church of Mozareth ond the Armenian
C'Z;Yege Bod anshropic Academy, an educational institution thot was founded in 1821, Assistant
[, 01 SEP 2024.0!

Profassor of

gﬁiiﬁmwﬁssgunlunu Sengupla fraces the Armenion footsieps in Bengal [and India), and
their immense litleknown contnbution to this region :



L/

M|

Digitally Signed By j

NARUGOPAL KAIBA
POLBA MAHAVIDYA
West Bengal
India 712148
01 SEP 2024 09:22:56 PM
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meltng por of mmaders ol various Grgines The skyline
here i marked by masr Towish sendagogues, a Janin remple,
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We meet thr Arminians. ’wﬂi,ﬂl
@m&;{mhlp part ol the eolonial ﬂnmﬁruf_{‘_ 3
inchuding the o stractures ke the ml’g&mm-

the Grand Hotel.
Amuong these graves lie the iumi'r -f‘&mhzluh

Ahe wife of the € Tharinable Sookiny, whfr.h dﬂn’h;{: "
1630, makime it (e oldest ﬂhmﬂl_n_m in Calcutta,
This relic has ks considerable challenge 1w the

generally accepted Ristory lha_t.'m_v fob Charmock and
e English Ene Tndia Conspany as the founders of the
city. The tamb sparked a lvely dehate with CR. Wilson
contenmplaing o much longer past of Caleutts beyond
that clavmed by the Brinsh, while athers like PT. Nair

insiared that the tomb might have been transferred from

the compound of the Armenian Church in Chinsurah.
The Church fiself claims o be the earliese buile
space of Chrstan worship in Caleutta. The current
bullding wis consticted  herween 1707 and 74
However, there are accouns Iike that of Raja Binoy
Krishna Deb that claimed that origindlly a timber chapel

g:n_ﬂ:d the Church of Sainr John had been buile by the
fenians in. 1689, The presene buikding was erected
after the timber church got demolished by o fire

Therefore, both the tomb of Rezabeebich and the
Church serengthen the clasm thas the Armenians could
have actoally been the pioneers of the city.

The Armenians m Caleuria had abso developed:
schools 1o énsure the wnhr:l ol their -cultune among
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and st :
Mmhmﬂimmmmwmm
fresh students every year, o unly ks the penana inteot
dh%mmﬂmwd\cnmﬂ
The entite debate ax e who the aithenric

founder of Calctirra was, standy furile sdsy folliwing

the verdict of the Calcuria High Count that asscried
the ciry developed onganically through o loog period of
Wmmlir activities carried our by both indeseibods and
forvign traders of various origine. The antiquiny of the
Churchof Nasareth teaffirms the idea of o plundiaic
anpin of Caliuta.

However, we cainpot deny that the Fasr India
Comjrany did actually formalise the boundunes of the <y
by establishie their ficrary catled Fors Willum o 1654
Cuniowsly, the plagues on the walls of the Gl ol
Nizareih will wll us that even Fore William would nor
have been established wirhowr the infervwntem ol an
Arimenian known a5 Khwaja lirsel Sarhad fsrael Sarhoad
was 4 merchant aperating from Huoghly

He Dl ahwne been eluse o the Brinsh given his
sncle Khaaja Phanoos  Kalanthar's pivistal  role In
siening e wrade wreaty on behalf- of the Armentans
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the Brirch Raj in Caloutea,

That ts precsely the ragedy of Caleurra l‘hllh#ﬁ
discourse, The public sphete, in spine. ul mmmm
the Armenian Street or the elegant Armenian Ghat Inlk
by Muiwel Huzar Maliyan, a benevolent trader in 174,
remarn almost unaware of the precious contribution the

communiry made w the cary by enhancing its character,
The history of Armenians in Calcutea has sadly

remaincd just an elusive 2 the Church of Nagareth...

hidden a4 it is behind the camoulTage of shops; Tillboards
and a dixinterested enowed... warring as it were, for & visitar
o walk in andd discover stones that remain unteld,

an At Prolassor of Hisiory or Polbe Mohow
0 degroe from lodowpur Uneraesly o 2001 fae
ﬁ-hhh[spn-h!ﬂnﬂmﬂuﬂqﬂ
Hiy resadich arelos on the Armamiom and Farly
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CHAPTER 45
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FRONTIER OF ALL-Rounp

EDUCATION PRoCESS
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The incorporation of technology |
important challenges for education
our classrooms to Join force
tducation, The present

aMptime, Integration of ;
leaching ang Iearning pr
eording 1o different po;
:pricatiun of ICT proc

“Ncrete Models peag to
TProve Students® 1eq

ty of definitions
Iy common view asserts that the
esses should be presented in an integrated way as wel| ag
be developed for the teachers for the integration process to
ming. Based on the premise that “the integration process
Ding of vie 10 leaming of students”, there is a need to Present an integrated
- fw ' the application of these processes and mi devc!np. SOMC concrete
Mgy . :Sr IE&::hers_ Therefore, the main purpose of ttirs Slliﬂj}’ Is to develop »
h"ﬂing, Sessing the ICT integration process and helping to improve students
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* ISHN: YIRS 1-965382-7-7 Application of Alin ERE
- W [& [l 7] ey

T e Y]
T e romadal kP

CATION

(LR

Dr. SOHINI GHOSH
alion, Polba Mahavidyalaya

Assistant Professor, Department of Educ
Patba Hooghly

Affiliated to The Unlversity of Burdwan,

Absiract
] o
The wmain objective of this ehapier is fo explore how gﬂamj-: cetication.
_geals are interrelated.

artificial infelligence, and susiainable development : s
i igni the

if ; hnology has been playing a very significant role In

T O e i ry, especially in the context of

T - i canl ceniy
Sield of educational studies during the pre- o wulated by United Nations

’ NEP 2020 Sustainable Development Goals were fo
General Assemblyas part of the post-2015 World Development Agenda, which

od in the
; ve griobal development framework 10 suceeed
e i by 203017 goals aré integrated Mo thiz

i nt Goals |
J:::::::::E dﬁf;:;:; process—hey recognize that action tn 6o w'e::l will q,ﬁfe:fr
outcomes in others and that qualily development must batance social, w:m:“;:r;
and environmental sustainability. The goal of AT _I.F o Prmnifde #fmm l,r a o
reason on inpul and explain oulput. Al may provide humfx' fhe .ngr;;;.r ?m":,fm
software and offer decision suppart far afm-y?.-: "’f’b' -.!:u: it's ol a TF::,T
humans. There are also some challenges it policy implications .rl.m.-rl_; hou ¢ ¢a ;:m
of the global and local conversations regarding the possibifities and Tis of
imroducing Al i education and prewrfng.s.'udznrs Jor SDG goals.

Key Words: Artificial Tnielligence, Sustainable Development Goals; Quality
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ERME

Dr. Sohini Ghosl

.--"-"_--_-_.

lntruductiun

Empowerment is a multi-faceted, multi-dimensional and multi-layered concept.

(tis very difficult to find out the precise components of cmpowerment, the exact
meaning of it, or for that concept, to define it. Women’s empowerment can be
defined to promoting women’s sense of self-worth, their ability to determine their
own choices, and their right to influence social change for themselves and others.
It is closely aligned with fundamental human right that is also key to achieving a
more peaceful, and prosperous world.It may be said that women's empowerment
is a process in which women gain greater share of control over resources -
d intellectuals like knowledge, information, ideas and financial

materials, human an o o
like money - and access to money and control over decision-making in the home,
d to gain power.

community, society and nation, an
1d take several dimensions - legal-judicial, economic,
| enactments, verdicts of the Court help in
f women. Poverly eradication programmcs,
ndustrial policies and all financial
¢ concept of social empowerment
ealth, food and nutrition, drinking
ent is based upon taking

jcal cmpowern :
to influence 1O mould and

Empowerment cou
social and political. Several lcga
enforcingthe rights and dignity © )
micro-creditschemes, agricultural and i

aclivities try to make women cmpnwerc{.i. Th
i Wi%ﬁ?ed tng issues like cducation, I
ge f 2 :
Waler, samafion, fiousing etc. Polil :
PArtiCi e e ¢ ictures of power
patn in the, formal stit ¢
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Looking at India’s Look East:
An Overview of Its Genesis

By
Sharmistha Gupta Dutta ™
Introduction

India started looking at her east with new vigour from 1991 through the launching
of Look East Policy in i.e., looking to the East and Southeast Asian neighbours to
consolidate tes of friendship and mutual understanding. The proclamation of
India’s Look East Policy generated great expectation that India’s proximity to as
well a5 her historical linkages with Southeast Asian nations would help in
establishing strong cultural, social and cconomic ties with Southeast Asian people.
The policy aims primarily at cementing greater ties with ASEAN particularly in
economic field. A close scrutiny of India's Look East policy reveals that it is not
simply meant to improve relations with Southeast Asia but there are aumerous
dimensions to it. It is a muld-faceted and mult-pronged approach to establish
strategic links with many countries of Southeast Asia. It is also an attempt to create
closer political links with ASEAN, and to develop strong cconomic bonds with the
repion, Besides, it also looks at craving a place for India in larges Asia-Pacific region.
Moreover, Look East policy also means to work as a showcase for India's economic
potenta! for invesiment, oade and exhibition of preater sensitivity towards 2 large
number of smaller countries of Southeast Asia. It has thus developed into a multi-
pronged strategy involving economic links, defense cooperation and political
relations and to evolve institutonal mechanisms both at muldlateral and bilateral
levels.!

However, the origin of this policy can be traced to India’s liberal trend in
her culture and heritage dating as far back as the period preceding the Christian era.
The amrg};ﬁgngg Lo xnlidnu'ng Indin’s friendship with Southeast Asian countries has a
strong cul affmity with the latter, This paper aims at focusing the philosophical

sundation of India that created a strong bonding berween India and
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Looking at India’s Look East: An Overview of Its Genesis 9

region and the period of diffusion lasted from about the beginning of the first dll
[hlﬂ Eﬁd. of -thfl twelfth century, 5'1.'hi$ had created the foundation of India’s
friendship with her Southeast Asian'people and that still survives, India is still
welcomed b;; thf:m because of this cultural basis.

- Ind‘f‘“ lnﬂu;‘:nce in Southeast Asia cannot be looked in the light of India’s
poliical desire. India accommodated diverse elements of foreign cultures that
entered the subcontinent in ancient times, and led the foundation of a culture
centered in a sensc of oneness. Needless to say, India successfully established bonds
of relationship with foreipners and turned them into friends. India unhesitatingly
entered into the minds and lives of others and assimilated elements from outside, It
is with this mission that king Asoka sent his emissary to Southeasr Asia. India has
had a long history and rich heritage of relations with the other countries of Asia.
Strearns of culture have not only entered into India from the cast and the west but
also flowed from India to distant parts of Asia, ¢ India’s cultural impact on
Southeast Asia was really very impressive,

Nevertheless, the wealth and strength of foreign cultures present in
Southeast Asia should not lead onc to suppose that the people of the region have
falled to evolve a cultural identity of their own. By the rime that the first foreign
influences started making themselves felt in the early years of the Christian era, the
people of Southeast Asia had developed a distinctive way of life which was common
to the region as a wholeé. It has been cxplained thar this was characterized by wet-
fice {(szwak) cultivation, the domestication of the ox and the buffalo, the elementary
use of metals (bronze and iron), the possession of navigational skills, matriarchy and
the high social status of worman, and a complex of beliefs which embraced animism,
ancestor worship and reverence for high places. "T'his Southeast Asian way of life
provided the basis on which the kingdoms and empires of the future were built up.
As the people of the region made contact with cultures from outside, they acquired
new knowledge and new techniques. But there is nothing to suggest that region
underwent political subjugation or that their culture became drowned by outside
influences. To the contrary, the social organization of the region absorbed these
influences and moulded them to its own purpose.®

Buddhism and Southeast Asia

Buddhism gives the idea of exploring the potential of an individual for realizing
perfection towards the poal of attaining enlightenment. This philosophical virtue
contributed to the foundation of democratic culture in many Asian societics. The
core of ¥ksond Buddhism, which stress on the narure of interdependence and
intercongi#etion, Gliowed every society to absorb changes and reform itself, including
that ap:eliit political level. This value drew Asian societies towards adaptation and
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cooperation, still driving them towards accepting a cooperative culture. Buddhism
and :icmﬂcrﬂcy have thus found compatibility on the Asian scene for the people to
live in an atmosphere of harmony and equality, Diversity of Asian value systems
today reflects how the culture of inclusiveness and tolerance has protected Asian
cohesion and various turns of History, *
Tl.m‘BuddhiSt emphasis on the need for the consensus also influenced
Asian societies. The Vingya rules for monastic community infused a culture of
democratic ttaditions. Mote importantly, Buddhist virtues provide individuals the
greatest Opportunity to tealize their.potential and cultivate a sense of universal
responsibility. Buddhism allowed people to positively react to modernity and
change. A majority of Asian societies and nations, including Japan, India, and China
experienced modernity without completely emulating western value systems. They
have accepted basic western values as well as economic and technological skills and
other necessary modern requitements within the realm of their traditional culrure
and values. 10 ] _
Buddhism provided the idea of the infusion of non-conflicting Philosophic
traditions. Buddhist principles allowed societies and nations to seck transformation
without being involved in conflict. In fact, this tradition is the foundation of
democracy in Asia, The long experience achieved through Buddhist traditons
ulimately created an atmospherc of peace in Asia. Since Buddhism is a liberal
religion, it created a space for flexibility allowing one to think beyond fixed ideas to
seck actions for consequences and changes. It provided the template for people to
realize the need for mansforming self.and societies irrespective of race, nationality,
or gender. ) _
Many Asian societics have internalized Buddhist principles without having
to adapt a Buddhist identity. The ceadition of Swfiaw, for example, is a product of the
long drawn intensive interface between Buddhism and Islam. That skill has a
tremendous capacity to entail positive influence on a large section of humanity,
especially when Islam 15 currently pasging through a critical phase. 1
Undeniably, numerous traits of Budddhist connectivity continue 1O
manifest in the popular realm of Asian cultural, spiritual, social, and economic lives,
Clearly, there is a great deal to learn from Asian expetiences of tolerant culture to
make it more relevant to our fuwre lives. They arc relevant now against the
backdrop of the emerging pattern of disputes and conflicts in various global threats
as demonstrated by terrorism and sectarian violence. 12
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Look East to Act East: Challenges and Opportunities in 3\
Contemportaty India-South East Asia Relations

is multidimensional; it is better today than in the past but, at the same time, it js st
at the sub-optimal level. This is why the conference organizers want us to discyss
opportunities and challenges. We should look at this petspective and try to come up
with tangible, concrete ideas that further strengthen this relationship,

Honestly speaking, when we address students, media, civil society, and
government, this is the question uppermost in their minds: if we have such z rich
history and we are not yet satisfied with the present level of the relationship, then
where is it lacking, and how can we mise the level, the range, the scope, and the
impact of India’s relationship with Southeast Asia?

My third point, dear friends, is that for this task to be performed
satisfactotily both the micro and the macro outlooks will have to be adopted. It is
indispensable, and it is in this context, I come to the heart of my presentation.

Developments in the past year from November 2019 to the end of 2020

have been of exceptional significance. These ate: (t) India’s decision to exit from the
negotiations for the Regional Comptehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), which
has caused deep disappointment in Southeast Asia; (ii) China’s aggressive behaviour;
(i) rising geopolitical tensions in the Tndo-Pacific region with a noticeable strain in
the US-China equation; and (iv) the impact of COVID-19, I believe these four
developments have introduced new dynamics in Tndia-Southeast Asia relations, Can
we sec that a new phase is beginning ot has begun? In this Jatest phase, India’s Act
East policy is turning into what may be desctibed as India’s Indo-Pacific policy. We
will need to examine the emerping implications and likely repercussions. We will
need to explore them catefully. Should this trend hold in the coming months and
yeats, then how do we pursue our eatlier aim to strengthen the India-ASEAN
partnesship? If the region of interest to India is bigger than Southeast Asia and if, in
fact, it stretches from the eastern shores of Aftica to the westetn shoses of the
Americas, will then the ‘centrality of ASEAN’ remain valid? This is 1 critical issue;
we must examine it with a fresh perspective rather than adhering to what we have
been reading and hearing because what we are reading and hearing may be based on
a somewhat dated perception and dated knowledge.

Bourth, when we look at the telationship between India and Southeast Asia,
we shou tot 46 the vital importance of India’s Northeast. I think this is a major
takeawafr fof Bur generation, especially in the past two decades when the Northeast
has coifiestd “accupy an almost central position in our ties with a part of Southeast
Asia, cHUSHINEINE Tndo-Ching sub-region and Thailand. I am happy to note that

sevél scil¥sre going 1o discuss this subject. Another facet is the growing
stragicrpolitiedd sl economic importance of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

and the emerging concept of the Bay of Bengal Commurnity (BOBC). This incipient
entity may take caze of the security dimension, but it will largely focus on the
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1
Cultural Connectivity with South-East Asia in th :
Rabindranath Tagore ; in the Twentieth Century: Role of

The ges of tendship and murmal understanding berween India and Southeast Asia
s nmmmme% through the centuries. Medieval and modern periods wimessed the
further inteasificaton of this reladonship with the multiplicadon of trading
FUERIE RSP md export of goods between India and Southeast Asian countries.
o, thie e dieval period, commercial connections were maintained through the sea
route with Malay Peninsula. Dertailed evidence of commercial and cultural
interaction is available from contemporary books and travelogues. Under the
Mughals, interaction through river and sea route was facilitated through the acuve
and prosperous ports. Though for a long ime during the colonial rule India was
almost isolated from her Southeast Asian friends, the historc bonds between the
Indians and the Southeast Asian peoples did not break, Even during this phase
Indians contnued to amach significance to the East and tried to bring the East
closer 1o India. :
The friendship was revived by the historic tour of Rabindranath Tagore
who visited many mainland and marigme countries of South-East Asia in 1927.
Tagore’s theory of cvilization, his ideas of the East and West and his theory of
culraral encounter in the contest of Southeast Asia, also provides an %ﬂudcpr.h
analesis of his philosophy, ie. his concepts of nationalism, internationalism and
univessalism. Rabindranath’s visit to Southeast Asian states led to the esrabh.shn:lmt
of cultural bonds berween the two regions over the years and finally resulted in 2
kind of permanent cultural exchange and bond berween them. ‘There were three
qualites about the Burmese that Tagore carried back with him. The Burmese
practised the tolerance, peace and wanquility pmﬂdcd by Theravada Buddhism.
Tagore was impressed by the 2bsence of extremism in their practice of Buddhism,
with no prohibition against taking meat, tolerance of other religious and universal
freedom of thought. The Burmese believe thar salvation will come unl_y mfuugh the
Ereedom to think and decide for onésclf as shown by the Buddha in his famous
Kalama Sermon. Tagere had alwars been captivated by the manner in which
religious like Hinduism and Buddhism, having emanated from India, ha:;i merged
with local, indigencus cather beliefs and ibﬁﬂfbl?d them smoothly into new
vasiations of these ancient Indian religious philosophies. He observed, while visiting
Burma, EAPEEAEal indigenous culture had been blended with Hinduism and
Buddhi snted from his homeland. Tagore’s love for his motherland, his
}hnﬁqgﬁ%ﬁg Jea for free knowledge, his love of truth and unity, his respect for
reasof4Sd tolerance and his belief in ‘ever-widening thought and action’, all found
fertile, TRotphve shits amongst the young Burmese intellecrual writers. 13
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I Looking at India’s Look East: An Overview of Its Genesis

Genesis of the Look East Policy.

Northeast India, currently consisting of eight states (Assam, Manipur, Nagaland,
Mizoram, M‘:B_h"]f‘)"{: Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim) appeared to be a
aeglected ’_‘“d.mlgmﬁfmr area during the colonial rule because unlike the north-
west f:ﬂnlsler it was never in the past a gateway of invasions into the heartland of
':[ndl_a. India after 1_ndcpcndencc however became vigilant on her north-east keeping
in view of the Chinese threat and the region acquired a military importance in the
1950s and 1960s. “During the cold war years, New Delhi’s lack of any definite
No_rth East ].ndia policy made this region totally isolated in its economic and foreign
pnlfcy domain. Rather therc was created new bastiers to the frec movement of the
region’s people, who histotically have interacted with China, Southeast Asia and the
Indian cote, and in turn influenced their respective cultural traditons. Under such
circumstances, their prolonged discontent combined with neglect and under-
development burst into political untest and movement for autonomy, resulting in
the creation of some new union tetritories and the states (Nagaland, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya) in the 1970s and 1980s.
However, India was to bring the people of this region within the fold of
Indian socicty and economy. Therefore, she started contemplating over the situation
and felt it imperative to make this region an integtal part of India. The principal way
to do so was 10 create more economic opportunities and to. further cconomic
activities in this region so that bulk af the people here could be involved in trade,
commerce and other related economic activities, The best way that was considered
to do so was to establish links berween this region and India’s neighbours adjacent
to it. Thereafter, the Government of India gradually looked towards the northeast

region of India as a gateway o strengthen her politico-economic and cultural
connectivity with the Southeast Asian countries and the ASEAN, In other words,
this region was found to be an important one for pursuing what is known as the
Look East Policy (LEP) of India from the 1090s, ie., an outward looking India to
improve connectivity with Southeast Asian nations. '*

Besides being rich in natural resources, this region was thought to be an
important zone fot international trade, More importantly, the region is steategically
very important because of sharing enormous international border with countres like
China, Myanmar, Bhutan and Bangladesh. At the internatonal level, the fall of the
Soviet Union seemed to have been a huge blow for India at the economic, security
and politita!Reele Other factors lika the Gulf cnsis, non-alignment becoming an
nbmle%bgg/ﬁﬁ:g'mng Chinese influcnce in Southeast Asia, a trend towards
rcgmg@éﬂﬁhmd the economic success of Southeast Asian and East Asian
natioff§, compelled India to engage these countries under the rubric of the LEP. At
d:% e, AL A Commission (1996) recommended transforming the
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portheast ﬂ'lrough i
purview of LEP. 11}
for India to consolidate

way for adopting a new eco

ve birth to th : or .
ﬁd Southeast Esﬁpn:}?giaitt: ; I‘?hd'la - fﬂ.s}ﬂ doser economic ties with its South
contacts with the Asian Nat with emphasis on renewing political and economic
Partner of the ASEAN in the gph oo cns India became 2 Full Dislogue
1955 m the fifth Summit at Bangkok in December 1995 and in
ecame. the Member of ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) which deals with
strategic and political issues in the Asia Pacific region, 7

However, the government underscored that India could not enter the
Southeast Asian market without the development of the infrastructure of the north-
eastern states. While emphasizing repional integration, reform and liberalisation of
India, the LEP also stressed on rapid economic growth and development of the
north-eastern region of India. Therefore, engaging the northeast of India in the
process of various connectivity projects and regional and sub-regional cooperative
initiatives became one of the important features of India's LEP. Sub-regional
orpganizations, such as Bay of Bengal Initiative for Muld-Sectoral Emnnm?c
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) and Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar Economic
Cottidor (BCIM-EC) Forum emerged. Thus India’s northeast was seen as ‘gateways

of opportunities of international trade and mrmgtce_’.“ ) .

Besides border trade, educational, medical and tourism facilities c:-f' the
northeast region were also considered to be opﬁ:_ned to ,th': needs and expectations
of Southeast Asia. Encouraging such ventures will provide ample opportunities for
northeast India as a stakeholder to the booming economic and conjoined activities

' t Asia.
of South;:sr;:f;ig;f India's northeast sull witnesses the symptoms of
underdevelopment and the syndromes of civil unrest. New attempts are therefore
undertaken to tackle the situation. The p_mpgsc:d Asian Highway is found o be an
attempt to develop the region by opening it up to the global u_rder. This trans-
border road connectivity is expected to play an important role in the economic
development of the region through cheaper transportation of gul:_:ds and people,
increased exports, industrial development, development of tourism sector,
Digi i 1

ﬂmPloﬂH&ﬁ,g%gﬁgzzns’;;dnn grows that the abisence of industtial infrastrichire
P dﬁeacheri“v-gy@\g;ﬁ;man i the region may rrdu.ce India's nnrﬂ'{cast to a mere u:amfit
- oﬁﬁ&mﬁa%ﬂﬁ commercial traffics. Besides, unless the insurgency problem in
___ POLBA MAHAVIDYALAYA
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e tegion 18 ;:acklcd cifectively and peace and tranquility ate ensured, mere
cﬂﬂswﬂtg?ﬂ‘: a trans-national highway will not facilitate the fow of zx'pect&d
bci_ltﬁtsr o possible negative effécts, mention may be made of the possibilities
of increase in drug and small arms teafficking due to quick and easy movement of
people because of the Asian Highway. "It is also questioned that in the absence of
[uFal entrepteneurs, people from other parts of the country will capture the benefits
that would emerge from the Asian Highway. The Asian Highway project may also
lead to haphazard urbanization in the region, which may be problematic, The

vetnment has to be careful of these possible threats and should plan beforchand

how to tackle them if[he:jr appear. 5

‘ To conclude, India's rich cultural heritage can ring many sympathetic cords
in the region and its multi-religious, secular and its democratic ethos, as well as rich
music, arts and atchitecture, theatre and cinema have huge responsive constitucncies
in all the near and extended eastern neighbours. In fact Bollywoad (Cinema) and
cultural exchanges, like that of the Ramayana troupes can work wonders in pursuing
cultural diplomacy. Bollywood’s presence is extensively evident in Southeast Asian
Countries, but that is mostly commercially motivated and privately provided without
only systematic and planned encouragement from the state. These areas have no
conflicting edges. A carefully planned and sustained culrural diplomacy can speed up
economic engagément and yicld impressive results in field of people to people
relations and mutual political understanding, Indian culture and civilizadon as a
whole was accommodative and absorptive in nature. It hardly came into conflict
with people of different culture and religion. This is still reflected in its attempt 10

maintain even diplomatic relaton.

This cultural diplomacy can also be backed up by promoting cooperation in
the field of education, scienice and technology, where India has notable assets and
strengths, In many Southeast Asian countries, Indian diplomacy has not adequately
reached educational and cultural establishments and ignored mobilising civil
societies in pursuance of India's perceived interests. It is hoped that the projects like
the revival of Nalanda University in collaboration with East Asian countries, for
which Indian parliament adopted a Bill in August 2010, will fill some of this gap.
Educational links can provide a lastiog and powerful stimulus to regional

cooperation and integration.
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